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Town of Roxbury

2017-2018 Officials and Boards
Board of Selectmen
	Jim Rousmaniere
Gerry Davis
Tim O’Brien

2020
2018
2019

Town Clerk
	Robin Buffum

2018

Tax Collector
	Robin Buffum

2018

Treasurer
	David Jewett

2018

Auditor
Alice Funk

2018

Trustee of Trust Funds
	Virginia Shepardson
Lynn Bueckner
Joy Richards

2018
2020
2019

Zoning Board of Adjustment
	Jessica Payton - CHAIR
Mark Funk
Don Castagna
Nancy Johnson
Robert Delldonna

Moderator
	Mark Funk

2018

Building Inspector
Don Castagna

	Ken Buffum

2018

Welfare Officer
Josh Hicks

Supervisors of the Checklist
	Alice Funk
Virginia Shepardson
Lisa Ellis

2018
2020
2022

Sexton

Police Department
	Rob O’Connor
John Mousseau
Scott McLaughlin
Dana Hennessy

Chief
Corporal
Officer
Officer

Fire Department
Tim Mason, chief

2018

Town Forest Fire Warden
	Tim Mason
Gary Lafreniere
Alex Matson

Health Officer
Don Caruso
Road Agent
Ken Buffum
Planning Board
	Amy Bodwell - CHAIR
Marika Stuhlsatz
Josh Hicks
Glenn Mallet
Don Tardiff (Alternate)
Dave Shepardson (Alternate)
Gerry Davis (Selectmen’s Rep)

2020
2019
2018
2019

2018
2020
2018
2019
2019

Emergenc Management
Chip Drogue
School Board Representative
Nicholas Mosher
Conservation Commission
	Michelle Drogue - CHAIR
Alice Funk
Dream Tardiff
Leith Robidoux
Barbara Neylan
(Alternate)

Chief
Deputy
Deputy
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2018

The State of New Hampshire
THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Roxbury, N. H. in the County of Cheshire in said
State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at The Roxbury Meeting House in said Town on Tuesday, the
thirteenth (13th) day of March, 2018 at 7:00 PM, to act upon the following subjects:

Article 1:
To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year:
Selectman (3 years)
Treasurer (1 year)
Tax Collector (1 year)
Town Clerk (1 year)
Sexton (1 year)
Zoning Board of Adjustment (3 years)

Fire Chief (1 year)
Planning Board (3 years)
Planning Board (1 year)
Auditor (1 year)
Trustee of Trust Funds (3 years)

Article 2:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $58,678 for
General Government.

Article 3:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $19,794 for
salaries and expenses of the Police Department.

Article 4:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,000 for the purpose
of compensating the Roxbury Police Department for summer patrols at Otter Brook
Park. These funds for expenditure are designated to the town through the US Army Corps
of Engineers. The appropriation does not affect the Town’s tax rate, but to be properly
expended a vote is required
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Article 5:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000 for the
salaries and expenses of the Fire Department.
Article 6:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,357 for the Town’s
shared cost of the Fire Mutual Aid System.
Article 7:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,049 as its fair
share of stand-by costs for the use of the City of Keene’s ambulance service.
Article 8:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $122,500 for
Summer and Winter road maintenance.
Article 9:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,500 to be paid for
Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling Center privileges in the Town of Marlborough.
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Article 10:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100 for the purpose
of Pest Control.

Article 11:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $200 for reimbursing
residents who participate in the City of Keene’s Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Program.

Article 12:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000 to support
Southwestern Community Services, Home Healthcare and Community Services,
The Community Kitchen, Meals on Wheels, Monadnock Family Services, the Red
Cross and the Samaritans.

Article 13:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500 for reimbursing
residents for purchase of cards to the City of Keene’s Public Library.

Article 14:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500 for general
maintenance of the Roxbury Four Corners Park.

Article 15:
	To see if the town vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 72:28-b, All Veteran’s Tax
Credit. If adopted, the credit will be available to any resident, or the spouse or surviving
spouse of any resident, who (1) served not less than 90 days on active service in the
armed forces of the United States and was honorably discharged or an officer honorably
separated from services and is not eligible for receiving a credit under RSA 72:28 or
RSA 72:35. If adopted, the credit granted will be $100, the same amount as the standard
or optional veterans’ tax credit voted by the town under RSA 72:28 that applies to a
veteran’s primary residence.

Article 16:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be added to
the capital reserve fund for legal expenses for education.
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Article 17:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be added
to the Capital Reserve Fund previously established for the Town Police Vehicles.
Recommended by Selectmen
Article 18:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to be added to
the Roads Capital Reserve Fund previously established. Recommended by Selectmen
Article 19:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be added to
the Revaluation capital reserve fund previously established.
Recommended by Selectmen
Article 20:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000 to be added to
the Local Assistance Expendable Trust Fund previously established.
Recommended by Selectmen
Article 21:
	To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation
of taxes and will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 for interest expense.
Article 22:
To transact any other business which may come before the said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 19th day of February, in the year of our Lord two
thousand and eighteen.

	Gerry Davis
Tim O’Brien
Jim Rousmaniere
A true copy of Warrant-Attest:
	Gerry Davis
Tim O’Brien
Jim Rousmaniere
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Town of Roxbury Official Ballot 2018
PLACE AN X IN THE SQUARE AFTER EACH NAME YOU WISH TO VOTE FOR

TAX COLLECTOR
(One year term)
ROBIN BUFFUM
write in
TOWN CLERK




ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
(Three year term)
JESSICA PAYTON

write in


E

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
(Three year term)
write in

write in





PLANNING BOARD

M

(One year term)
ROBIN BUFFUM
write in

A

write in
write in

write in
write in




AUDITOR
(One year term)
ALICE FUNK
write in

S

SEXTON







MODERATOR

(One year term)

KENNETH BUFFUM
write in

(Two year term)




FIRE CHIEF
(One year term)

(Two year term)
MARK FUNK
write in




SUPERVISOR OF CHECKLIST
(Six year term)
ALICE FUNK
write in




P

TREASURER
(One year term)
DAVID JEWETT
write in




TRUSTEE OF TRUST FUNDS
(Three year term)
VIRGINIA SHEPARDSON
write in

L

write in
write in

SELECTMAN
(Three year term)
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Selectmen’s Report
The selectmen’s office was busy in 2017 with subjects large and small.
A longstanding requirement that property owners annually report household populations of
humans and pets and other information was formally suspended. Fewer and fewer communities
around the state are issuing what’s known as the PA-28 property inventory form for residents to
fill out and return, and the selectmen saw no reason to continue the practice.
On other matters, the selectmen welcomed an offer from the Southwest Region Planning Commission to conduct a survey of all culverts that carry water beneath town roads. The inventory, which was conducted without cost, identified such pipes running under public roads. The
Commission is conducting such surveys partly in response to concerns that increasingly heavy
rainstorms are overwhelming under-sized and aging culverts generally. (Recognizing concerns
about storm water drainage, Road Agent Ken Buffum has gradually been replacing culverts – and
always installing pipes that are larger than the originals).
A number of improvements and important upgrades to town computer equipment were handled
by Selectman Tim O’Brien in association with Town Clerk and Tax Collector Robin Buffum and
also Police Chief Rob O’Connor. Some of the upgrades were financed by a Homeland Security
grant. The work also involved considerable time and software expertise related to state government reporting requirements for towns.
The selectmen received a draft of a proposed franchise agreement from Time Warner Cable, now
known locally as Charter Communications. The agreement is up for renewal. The selectmen initiated discussions regarding possible expansion of cable services to unserved addresses.
The selectmen received a Hazard Mitigation Plan Update for 2017. The plan provides guidance
on how to deal with emergencies in town.
Additionally, the selectmen met with representatives of the city of Keene to discuss aspects of
the city’s planned redesign of the dam that holds back Babbidge Reservoir.
The selectmen and Police Chief O’Connor worked with Keene officials regarding patrolling of
city-owned reservoir watershed lands in Roxbury by the Roxbury police department. The patrolling will generally be limited during the winter months.
In anticipation of the 2018 annual Town Meeting, the selectmen began studying changes regarding property tax relief for military veterans.
Gerry Davis, selectman
Tim O’Brien, selectman
Jim Rousmaniere, selectman
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Town of Roxbury
Balance Sheet
at December 31, 2017

Assets

Acct #
Cash
Investments
Taxes receivable
Allowance for uncollectibles
Tax liens receivable
Due from expendable trust funds
Due from capital reserve funds
Other Current Assets

1010
1030
1080
1080
1110
1310
1310
1460

TOTAL ASSETS

12/31/16

12/31/17

$171,350.10
$62.09
$64,692.61
($3,890.00)
$39,818.39
$3,004.41
$140,328.62
$3,693.46

$198,373.48
$62.30
$50,790.41
($3,475.00)
$22,152.94
$4,014.72
$200,309.96
$2,708.32

$419,059.68

$474,937.13

$33,469.24
194,319.02
3,004.41
140,328.62

$21,663.89
181,361.50
4,014.72
200,309.96

371,121.29

407,350.07

47,938.39

67,587.06

47,938.39

67,587.06

$419,059.68

$474,937.13

Liabilities/fund equity
Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
Due to school districts
Due to expendable trust funds
Due to capital reserve funds

2020
2075
2090
2080

TOTAL LIABILITIES
Fund Equity
Unreserved fund balance

2530

TOTAL FUND EQUITY
TOTAL LIAB & FUND EQUITY

Respectfully submitted by the Treasurer
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New Hampshire
Department of
Revenue
Administration

2016

$25.32

Tax Rate Breakdown
Roxbury
Municipal Tax Rate Calculation
Jurisdiction

Tax Effort

Valuation

Tax Rate

$109,174

$23,090,286

$4.73

$89,154

$23,090,286

$3.86

Local Education

$324,256

$23,090,286

$14.04

State Education

$59,929

$22,296,986

$2.69

Municipal
County

Total

$582,513

$25.32

Village Tax Rate Calculation
Jurisdiction

Tax Effort

Valuation

Tax Rate

Total

Tax Commitment Calculation
Total Municipal Tax Effort

$582,513

War Service Credits

($1,300)

Village District Tax Effort

$0

Total Property Tax Commitment

$581,213

11/15/2016
Stephan Hamilton
Director of Municipal and Property Division
New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration

Director-Approved Final Tax Rate - Roxbury
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New Hampshire

MS-61

Department of
Revenue Administration

Tax Collector's Report
For the period beginning

and ending

Jan 1, 2017

Dec 31, 2017

This form is due March 1st (Calendar Year) or September 1st (Fiscal Year)

Instructions

Cover Page
• Specify the period begin and period end dates above
• Select the entity name from the pull down menu (County will automatically populate)
• Enter the year of the report
• Enter the preparer's information
For Assistance Please Contact:
NH DRA Municipal and Property Division
Phone: (603) 230-5090
Fax: (603) 230-5947
http://www.revenue.nh.gov/mun-prop/
ENTITY'S INFORMATION

?

Municipality: ROXBURY

County:

CHESHIRE

Report Year:

2017

PREPARER'S INFORMATION ?
First Name

Last Name

Robin

Buffum

Street No.

Street Name

Phone Number

3

Middletown Road

(603) 352-4903

Email (optional)

roxburynhtaxcollector@yahoo.com

Page 1 of 6
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New Hampshire

MS-61

Department of
Revenue Administration
Debits

Prior Levies (Please Specify Years)

Levy for Year
Uncollected Taxes Beginning of Year

Account

Property Taxes

3110

Resident Taxes

3180

Land Use Change Taxes

3120

Yield Taxes

3185

Excavation Tax

3187

Other Taxes

3189

Property Tax Credit Balance

?

Other Tax or Charges Credit Balance

of this Report

Year:

2016

Year:

2015

Year:

2014

$64,715.12

($22.51)

?

Taxes Committed This Year

Account

Property Taxes

3110

Resident Taxes

3180

Land Use Change Taxes

3120

Yield Taxes

3185

Excavation Tax

3187

Other Taxes

3189

Levy for Year
of this Report

Prior Levies

2016

$577,475.00

$554.36

Add Line

Overpayment Refunds

Account

Property Taxes

3110

Resident Taxes

3180

Land Use Change Taxes

3120

Yield Taxes

3185

Excavation Tax

3187

Levy for Year
of this Report

Prior Levies

2016

2015

2014

$210.81

Add Line
Interest and Penalties on Delinquent Taxes

3190

Interest and Penalties on Resident Taxes

3190
Total Debits

$1,480.94

$578,217.66

$66,196.06

$0.00

$0.00

Page 2 of 6
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New Hampshire

Department of
Revenue Administration

MS-61

Credits
Remitted to Treasurer
Property Taxes

Levy for Year
of this Report
$517,873.81

Prior Levies

2016

2015

2014

$46,733.12

Resident Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes

$554.36

Interest (Include Lien Conversion)

$1,282.44

Penalties

$198.50

Excavation Tax
Other Taxes
Conversion to Lien (Principal Only)

$17,982.00

Add Line
Discounts Allowed

Abatements Made

Levy for Year
of this Report

Prior Levies

2016

2015

2014

Property Taxes
Resident Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
Excavation Tax
Other Taxes
Add Line
Current Levy Deeded

Page 3 of 6
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New Hampshire

Department of
Revenue Administration

MS-61
Levy for Year
of this Report

Uncollected Taxes - End of Year # 1080
Property Taxes

Prior Levies

2016

2014

2015

$59,792.00

Resident Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
Excavation Tax
Other Taxes
Property Tax Credit Balance ?
Other Tax or Charges Credit Balance

($2.51)

?
Total Credits

$578,217.66

$66,196.06

$0.00

$0.00

For DRA Use Only
Total Uncollected Taxes (Account #1080 - All Years)

$59,789.49

Total Unredeemed Liens (Account #1110 - All Years)

$22,152.94

Page 4 of 6

MS-61 v2.18

22

New Hampshire

Department of
Revenue Administration

MS-61
Lien Summary

Summary of Debits
Prior Levies (Please Specify Years)
Last Year's Levy

Year:

2016

Year:

Unredeemed Liens Balance - Beginning of Year
Liens Executed During Fiscal Year

2015

Year:

2014

$20,049.11

$19,769.28

$106.49

$2,787.68

$5,919.95

$19,024.46

$22,836.79

$25,689.23

$18,917.97

Interest & Costs Collected (After Lien Execution)
Add Line
Total Debits

$0.00

Summary of Credits
Prior Levies
Last Year's Levy
Redemptions

2016

2015

2014

$1,385.24

$15,428.90

$19,769.28

$106.49

$2,787.68

$5,919.95

$17,532.73

$4,620.21

$19,024.46

$22,836.79

Add Line
Interest & Costs Collected (After Lien Execution) #3190
Add Line
Abatements of Unredeemed Liens
Liens Deeded to Municipality
Unredeemed Liens Balance - End of Year #1110
Total Credits

$0.00

$25,689.23

For DRA Use Only
Total Uncollected Taxes (Account #1080 - All Years)

$59,789.49

Total Unredeemed Liens (Account #1110 -All Years)

$22,152.94

Page 5 of 6
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New Hampshire

MS-61

Department of
Revenue Administration

ROXBURY (393)
1. CERTIFY THIS FORM
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined the information contained in this form and to the best
of my belief it is true, correct and complete.

Preparer's First Name
Robin

Preparer's Last Name

Date
01/09/2018

Buffum

2. SAVE AND EMAIL THIS FORM
Please save and e-mail the completed PDF form to your Municipal Bureau Advisor.
3. PRINT, SIGN, AND UPLOAD THIS FORM
This completed PDF form must be PRINTED, SIGNED, SCANNED, and UPLOADED onto the Municipal Tax Rate
Setting Portal (MTRSP) at http://proptax.org/nh/. If you have any questions, please contact your Municipal
Services Advisor.
PREPARER'S CERTIFICATION
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined the information contained in this form and to the best
of my belief it is true, correct and complete.

Preparer's Signature and Title

Page 6 of 6
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Town of Roxbury

2017 Treasurer's Report
171,262.19

Beginning Cash Book Balance 1/1/2017
Less Investments:
TD Bank
Total Investments

62.09

62.09
171,200.10

Opening Checkbook Balance 1/1/2017
Receipts
Town Clerk
Tax Collector
Payments in Lieu of Tax
Federal Government
State of New Hampshire
Selectmen - Other
Tax Anticipation Note
Interest on Checking Account
Total Cash Inflows

47,242.50
611,103.80
75,605.04
6,068.06
78,375.85
19,900.43
250,000.00
171.59

1,088,467.27
1,259,667.37

Subtotal
Disbursements
Per Selectmen
Repayment of TAN
Interest on TAN
Net Increase in Expendable Trusts
Net Increase in Capital Reserves
County Taxes
Payments to School District
Total Cash Outflows

273,085.87
250,000.00
2,337.50
1,000.00
59,500.00
89,109.00
386,411.52

1,061,443.89
198,223.48

Closing Checkbook Balance 12/31/2017
Plus Investments:
TD Bank
Total Investments

62.30

62.30
198,285.78

Closing Cash Book Balance 12/31/2017
Respectfully submitted: David Jewett, Town Treasurer
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2017

Capital Reserve and Trust Funds
Fund

Opening Balance Additions

Capital Reserve Funds
Revaluation
Fire ATV
Roads
Police Cruiser
Tax Maps
Building Improvements
Legal Expenses for Educ

Closing Balance

5,000.00
10,000.00

12,308.99
10,103.57
108,241.60
15,644.17
3,155.70
20,733.87
30,122.06

140,328.62

59,500.00

481.34

200,309.96

Expendable Trust Funds
Local Assistance ETF
Subtotal

3,004.41
3,004.41

1,000.00
1,000.00

10.31
10.31

4,014.72
4,014.72

Trust Funds
Cemetery Trust
Pyne Cemetery
Kaufer Town Hall Trust
Small Trusts

1,873.05
13,148.40
5,104.21
1,014.94

6.43
45.16
17.53
3.51

1,879.48
13,193.56
5,121.74
1,018.45

21,140.60

72.63

21,213.23
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3,000.00
1,000.00
37,500.00
3,000.00

Withdrawals

31.83
31.14
241.73
43.25
10.80
53.83
68.76

Subtotal

9,277.16
9,072.43
70,499.87
12,600.92
3,144.90
15,680.04
20,053.30

Interest

Subtotal

Town Clerk’s Report
The following is the annual report of this office for the period
January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017
Motor Vehicle Permits

$ 43,819.00

Dog Licenses

$

451.00

Dog Penalties

$

82.00

Title Fees

$

100.00

Vitals Licenses

$

100.00

Vitals Certificates

$

115.00

Total

$ 46,021.62

Just a reminder: When coming into the Town Clerk’s Office to renew registrations, you MUST
bring your expiring registrations and a photo I.D. There is a $2.50 charge for every registration
if you opt to do both the town and the state portion. However, it is not mandatory to do both
the town and state portion with the Town Clerk. You still have the option to do town only and
then go to the DMV for the state portion. When doing both the town and the state you will need
to bring two (2) checks, one (1) for the State of NH DMV and one (1) for the Town of Roxbury. Again this year I am asking you to PLEASE keep in mind that we are a small town and
do not have a lot of petty cash on hand, when paying with cash PLEASE DO NOT bring large
bills (i.e. $100.00) I cannot always make change and if I do, I might not be able to for the next
person. Also I have to keep the State money separate from the Town money, and when you pay
with large bills it makes it more time-consuming for me when making the deposits the next day,
as I have to go into the bank to make change and put the correct amount to the correct deposits.
Thank you in advance for your co-operation when paying with cash.
As most of you know the Town Clerks hours have been changed from 7-9 pm to 5-7 pm. Most of
the town’s people have expressed that they love the new hours as they are more convenient.
Also I would like to remind everyone that the Town follows the State of New Hampshire’s Holiday Schedule, so if a Holiday falls on a Monday we will be open Tuesday instead.
Respectfully submitted,
Robin Buffum
Town Clerk
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Auditor’s Report
I have examined the records of the Treasurer, Town Clerk, Tax Collector, Selectmen and Trustees
of Trust Funds for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2017 and find that they reflect an
accurate accounting of the Town’s financial condition.
I would like to thank the Town Officials who all work very hard to keep the Town’s business
functioning properly.
Respectfully submitted,
Alice Funk
Town Auditor

Trustee of Trust Funds Report
Head stones in early times often had interesting or poetic inscriptions on them. The one below is
in the Nye Cemetery on the stone of John Towne who died in the year of 1860.
“Tread lightly where our parents sleep with in their cold and
Narrow bed. Tread lightly by their rural tomb and o’er it plant
The gentle flowers. Sweet symbols of their spirits bloom in a
Far brighter land than ours”
The small trust funds of Kingsbury, E & G Davis, Phillips and C & A Eveleth have a total of
$1,018.45.
The total interest for the year comes to $3.51 -- almost double from last year.
Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Shepardson, Chair
Committee Members:
Ginny Shepardson
Lynn Bueckner
Joy Richards-Davis
30

Police Department Report
The Roxbury Police Department had a busy year, and Community Policing continues to be a
priority. I encourage my officers to be highly visible while on patrol. Please let us know of any
areas of town you would like patrolled or areas suspicious activity may be occurring.
The Otter Brook Dam patrols were covered with funding provided by the Army Corps of
Engineer between May and October. In addition ATV patrols at Babbage Dam, Woodward
Pond Dam and class VI roads were covered by the City of Keene Watershed patrol funding.
Extra patrol shifts were assigned to the Granite Gorge Ski area during special events and regular
weekend hours. Additional radar was enforced on Route 9 near the ski area to slow vehicles
down on this stretch of roadway. Radar patrols also occurred on Branch Road and Middletown
Road.
It is important to report any crime or suspicious activity in a timely manner. The faster Cheshire
County Dispatch is aware of a problem the quicker a Roxbury Police Officer or mutual aid
agency can be dispatched.
The Roxbury Officers work different shifts, which allows more coverage to handle calls during
the day and night. As Chief, I’m on call for most of this time frame. To contact a police
officer during an emergency call 911. For non-emergencies dial Cheshire County Dispatch at
355-2000. If a Roxbury Officer is unavailable the dispatch center will contact NH State Police
Troop C or the Cheshire County Sheriff’s office. The Roxbury Police Department will complete
a follow up after an incident occurs in town.
ROXBURY POLICE PERSONEL:
Chief Robert J. O’Connor: serving since 1995
Sergeant John Mousseau:
serving since 2010
Officer Scott McLaughlin: serving since 2013
Officer Dana Hennessy
serving since 1985
SAFETY REQUEST:
It is crucial that houses be properly marked with their street address. Having a properly marked
residence allows responding emergency personnel (Fire, Ambulance and Police) to locate the
correct location in a timely manner. If you need assistance with numbering your house please
contact the police or fire department.
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PATROL ACTIVITY:
Accidents:			
Arrests:			
Calls for Service:		
Citations:			
Criminal Cases:		

2017
4
4
119
27
5

2017 BUDGET:
Budget:		 $25,794.00
Spent:			
$25,738.59
Budget Surplus:
$55.41
2018 Otter Brook Lake Coverage: $9,126
2018 Budget Request:		
$19,000
PISTOL PERMITS and GUN LOCKS:
Pistol permit applications (new and renewal) may be picked up at the Roxbury Police
Department by appointment or by contacting the Chief on Monday nights from 7:00 pm to
9:00 pm. The cost of the permit is $10.00 (4 year expiration date). Please contact me with any
questions or concerns. I can be reached through Cheshire County Dispatch at 355-2000.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the residents of Roxbury for their continued support
of the police department. The Police Department is in good standing and is in compliance with
the rules and regulations outlined by the New Hampshire Police Standards and Training Council.
I also want to thank the State Police and mutual aid towns, and the Keene Fire Department for
providing coverage when needed.
Have a prosperous and safe 2018.
Sincerely,
Chief Robert J. O’Connor
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Report of Forest Fire Warden and State Forest Ranger
This past year we were fortunate enough to have favorable weather conditions in the spring and summer which
limited the amount of wildland fire activity throughout the state. September and October saw fire conditions change
and the state was faced with some difficult fires. The Dilly Cliff fire in North Woodstock was one of the most
challenging fires we have seen in New Hampshire. Steep terrain and extreme fire behavior made this fire difficult
to fight. It lasted
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2017 WILDLAND FIRE STATISTICS
(All fires reported as of December 2017)

60
50
40
30

# of Fires

20

Acres

10
0

HISTORICAL DATA
NUMBER
ACRES
YEAR
of FIRES BURNED
2017
64
107
2016
351
1090
2015
124
635
2014
112
72
2013
182
144
2012
318
206

CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED
Arson
0

Debris Burning
7

(These numbers do not include the WMNF)

Campfire Children Smoking Railroad Equipment Lightning Misc.*
11
1
4
0
4
0
37

REMEMBER, ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES!
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Fire Chief Report
The year of 2017 was another year of few calls. Some ambulance calls and some car accidents
on Route 9. I would like to thank Keene Fire Department and other towns for their assistance for
the year.
Reminders:
Smoke detectors save lives!
Every dwelling should have a highly visible, clearly posted, house number which can be
easily seen from the street all year round.
All outside fires require a permit when there is not complete snow cover and this includes
all outside fireplaces, including the metal ones which you can buy at local hardware stores.
If you have a question concerning fires or permits, please feel free to call me at 352-8843. In
order to obtain a fire permit call myself, Buddy Mattson, or Gary LeFreniere.
Respectfully Submitted,
Timothy Mason, Fire Chief

Conservation Commission Report
After getting the commission organized in 2017, our main focus turned to the creation of a Natural Resources Inventory. We needed to figure out what this inventory is and how to go about
making and funding one. Some members also attended the annual meeting and conference of the
New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions.
Our goal for 2018 is to completely finish the Natural Resources Inventory project. Doing so will
involve extensive research and outreach to collect related reports and information, developing an
outline, getting quotes, grant writing, and selecting a company to pull it all together.
We are currently compiling relevant data tables, maps, photos, and information from multiple
sources including various residents and environmental organizations that we have access to. The
inventory will be a vital source of information for future projects and will allow us to be more
informed when offering advice. Any input from Roxbury residents will be helpful and greatly
appreciated as we would love to have a local perspective.
Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Drogue, Chairman
Alice Funk, Secretary
Leith Robidoux
Dream Tardiff
Jim Rousmaniere, Selectmen Representative
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Road Agent Report
2016			

2017

Summer Maintenance			
Winter Maintenance				

$67,745.64		$63,963.01
$35,043.21		$77,396.27

Total Spent on Roads			

$102,788.85		

$141,359.28

Things that were done to the roads in Roxbury 2017
	1) Brush was cut along Middletown Road.
2) 1,000 tons gravel on Middletown Road.
3) 400 feet of asphalt shim on Middletown Road.
4) General maintenance as needed.
Things that need to be done to the roads in Roxbury 2018
	
1)
2)
3)
4)

Brush needs to be cut along all the roads in Roxbury.
Davis and Middletown Roads need asphalt.
Gravel needed for all of our gravel roads.
	Middletown Road has a large cross pipe that needs replacing
(Working on a grant for this repair)

For summer maintenance $15,585.82 came from a SB 38 special block grant
Respectfully submitted,
Kenneth Buffum
Road Agent

Zoning Board Report
The Roxbury Zoning Board of Adjustment in 2017 received a few inquiries but held no hearings.
Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Payton, Chair
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Planning Board Report
Early in the year the Planning Board met with Granite Gorge about amending its site plan to
allow more slope side parking. Plans were reviewed and discussed. A visit to the ski area was
arranged and members looked at suggestions for additional parking and safety improvements.
The site plan was approved.
A land owner and developer came to a planning board meeting for advice about a lot line adjustment and possibly making the lots into building lots. After much discussion, it was left to the
land owner and developer to do research into the access into the property and deed restrictions.
Co-Chair Amy Bodwell returned from a leave for the first half of the year and took a leave
again for the second half.
The planning board discussed the addition of a noise ordinance to the Zoning Ordinance. This
would be for the residential area. Research was being done to see how other small communities
deal with noise.
The second half of the year was not productive for the Planning Board. We were not able to get
a quorum many months, so meetings were not held.
Respectfully Submitted,
Joshua Hicks II
Co-Chairperson

Welfare Officer’s Report
I continue to provide information and guidance to Roxbury residents in need of assistance.
Respectfully submitted,
Joshua Hicks II
Welfare Officer
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School Board Representative Report
The district received a five year grant worth more than $1 million to help fund ACES, the before
and after school program in our district. ACES provides a safe environment for children before
and after school during the hours which many parents are still working. The state legislature also
passed additional funding for kindergarten based on revenue from the lottery game KENO. We
should see the effects of this next year.
All of the district infrastructure received a thorough engineering assessment, and reports on the
buildings have been provided to the public. This information will help to inform everyone about
the physical environment in which our children spend their day, and steer decision making from
facilities administration to the voting booth.
Safety in our schools has continued to improve this year with fewer recordable incidents. Our
School Safety Officer has played a major role in de-escalating situations before they get out of
hand. This year also saw complete compliance with all standards for Special Education led by
our new Director of Student Services. I continue to push for greater community feedback on the
academic proficiency of our children, which always seems to get sidelined in the face of finance
and politics.
On Tuesday, March 13 voters in the district will act on a petitioned warrant article that seeks to
change how each town is assessed. If the warrant article is approved, Roxbury property tax payers could face a significant increase in taxes.
Respectfully submitted,
Nicholas Mosher, school board representative.

Health Officer’s Report
We have had a very healthy year in Roxbury even with the flu hitting our state pretty hard. The
full time health officers continue to be willing as a group to be a resource for those of us who
volunteer for our smaller communities. We all need to continue to look out for our neighbors.
With all this in mind, we look forward to another good year.
Respectfully submitted,
Don Caruso
Roxbury Health Officer
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Minutes of the 2017 ANNUAL ROXBURY TOWN
MEETING
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Mark Funk at 7:00 pm.
Selectmen James Rousmaniere and Gerald Davis were present.
The polls were declared open at 6:00 pm. and closed at 8:30 pm. Of the 171
registered voters, 32 cast ballots. The minutes of the 2016 Town Meeting were
approved.
Article 1: T
 o choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year
Selectman for three-year term: 32 votes cast. James Rousmaniere elected with 31 votes
Town Clerk: 32 votes cast. Robin Buffum elected unanimously.
Tax Collector: 32 votes cast. Robin Buffum elected unanimously.
Treasurer: 32 votes cast. David Jewett elected unanimously.
Sexton: 7 votes cast. Kenneth Buffum elected with 6 votes.
Fire Chief: 32 votes cast. Timothy Mason elected unanimously.
Auditor: 32 votes cast. Alice Funk elected unanimously.
Trustee of Trust Funds: 32 votes cast. Lynn Bueckner elected unanimously.
Planning Board: 32 votes cast. Amy Bodwell elected unanimously.
Planning Board: 32 votes cast. Marika Stuhlsatz elected with 31 votes.
Zoning Board of Adjustment: 32 votes cast. Mark Funk elected unanimously.
Article 2:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $55,180 for
General Government.						
Motion carried
Article 3:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $26,294 for salaries
and expenses of the Police Department.
Discussion – Error in the amount should
be $19,000.00 same as last year. 		
Motion to amend
Amendment to read: To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$19,000 for salaries and expenses for the Police Department.
Motion carried as amended
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Article 4:
	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,794 for the purpose
of compensating the Roxbury Police Department for summer patrols at Otter Brook
Park. These funds for expenditure are designated to the town through the US Army
Corps of Engineers. The appropriation does not affect the Town’s tax rate, but to be
properlyexpended a vote is required.					
Motion carried
Article 5:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000 for the salaries
and expenses of the Fire Department.				
Motion carried
Article 6:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,251 for the Town’s
shared cost of the Fire Mutual Aid System. 			
Motion carried
Article 7:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,296 as its fair
share of stand-by costs for the use of the City of Keene’s ambulance service.
Discussion as to why the cost went up – City of Keene sets the cost not the
Town of Roxbury							
Motion carried
Article 8:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $122,500 for
Summer and Winter road maintenance.		
Discussion – Error in the amount
should be $94,593.00 up $20,000.00 from last year
Amendment supported by the Roxbury Selectmen - Motion carried for the
amendment - Amendment to read – To see if the town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $94,593.00 for Summer and Winter Road Maintenance
Motion carried with 1 opposed
Article 9:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $27,907 for highway
construction and reconstruction. Selectmen’s comment: Some of these funds for
expenditure may be designated to the Town through the Highway Block Grant Fund. 		
Motion carried
Article 10:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,500 to be paid for
Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling Center privileges in the Town of Marlborough.		
Motion carried
Article 11:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $200 for
reimbursing residents who participate in the City of Keene’s Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Program.						Motion carried
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Article 12:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100 for the purpose of
Pest Control. 								Motion carried
Article 13:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1 for Town Welfare
and emergency assistance to the Town Poor.			
Motion carried
Article 14:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,800 to support
Southwestern Community Services, Home Health Care and Community Services,
The Community Kitchen INC., Meals on Wheels, Monadnock Family Mental Health
Services, Red Cross and Samaritans. 				
Motion carried
Article 15:
	
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation
of taxes and will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,100 for interest expense.		
Motion carried
Article 16:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500 for reimbursing
residents who participate to access the City of Keene’s Public Library.				
Motion carried
Article 17:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500 for general
Motion carried
maintenance at the Roxbury Four Corners Park.
Article 18:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be added to
the Capital Reserve Fund for Legal Expenses for Education.
Recommended by Selectmen Discussion as to why – To be prepared for the ratio
comes back up to vote – Last time the town spent $30,000.00 plus in legal fees.
Motion carried
Article 19:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be added
to the Capital Reserve Fund previously established for the Town Police Vehicles.
Recommended by Selectmen						Motion carried
Article 20:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $37,500 to be added to
the roads capital reserve fund, previously established. Recommended by Selectmen		
Motion carried
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Article 21:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be added to the
Capital Reserve Fund previously established for Revaluation.
Recommended by Selectmen
				
Motion carried
Article 22:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be added to the
Town Building Improvements Capital Reserve Fund.
Recommended by Selectmen						Motion carried
Article 23:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000 to be added to
the Capital Reserve Fund for replacement of the Fire Department Rescue Vehicle
Recommended by Selectmen
					Motion carried
Article 24:
	
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000 to be added to the
Local Assistance Expendable Trust Fund previously established.
Recommended by the Selectmen. 				Motion carried
Article 25:
	To transact any other business which may come before the said meeting.
	
Selectman
James Rousmaniere a big thank to Selectman Tim O’Brien for all the
hard work and time he has put in over the past year
Meeting adjourned at 8:36 PM

Respectfully submitted
Robin Buffum
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Vital Statistics
RESIDENT BIRTH REPORT
01/01/2017 – 12/31/2017
Child’s Name

Date of Birth

Amend, Vincent Michael
2/17/2017
Blanchard, Lawson Gordon 4/26/2017
Merrill, Bentley William
6/11/2017

Place of Birth

Father’s/Partner’s Name

Mother’s Name

Keene, NH
Keene, NH
Keene, NH

Amend, Gregory		
Blanchard, Michael		
Merrill, Tyler		

Amend, Kristen
Leech, Kiah
Merrill, Krystyn
Total Number of records 3

Person A’s
Name

Person A’s
Residence

Person B’s
Name

Person B’s
Residence

Hinkle, Gregory M

Roxbury, NH

Oswalt, Elizabeth R. Jaffrey, NH
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RESIDENT MARRIAGE REPORT
01/01/2017 – 12/31/2017
Town of
Issuance

Place of
Marriage

Date of
Marriage

Jaffrey, NH

Jaffrey, NH

01/01/2017

Total Number of records 1

RESIDENT DEATH REPORT
01/01/2017 – 12/31/2017
Decedent’s Name

Death Date

Death Place

Father’s/Parent’s Name

Mother’s/Parent’s Name Prior to
First Marriage/Civil Union

Military

Total Number of records 0

